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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
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HOPE GARDENS.

The cultivated area at the Hope Gardens contains not only an
ornamental garden but also an Experiment and Teaching Station.

The first beginning of an Experiment Station at Hope was in
1874 under Mr. Robert Thomson. The Government came into
possession of 200 acres of land there in 1873, and determined to
transfer the new varieties of Sugar Cane, received from the Botanic
Gardens of Mauritius and Martinique and planted inthesmall garden
at Castleton, to the ample area at Hope. Nearly 18 acres were
put under Cane in 1874, and 5 more in 1875, and during the same
year 10 acres were planted in Teak. A small nursery was also
formed. In 1885, Sir D. Morris, at that time Director, proposed
that the land round the nursery should be made into a public park
at a cost of £5,000, though he thought a Botanic Garden could not
be carried on without a system of reservoirs for the storage of
water. However, Governor Sir Henry Norman decided that, as
there were no conveniences at that time for people travelling
cheaply from Kingston, there should be no outlay except grad-
ually in forming a Garden.

In 1897 the Government transferred the present Director with
Office and Herbarium from Cinchona to Hope, with the intention
of making it the central botanical establishment of the island.
Since that time the Garden has gradually been formed and ex-
tended.®

The following plants are grown for experimental purposes, and
also for use in teaching agricultural principles, and the best
methods of dealing with these tropical crops :—Sugar Cane, Cocoa,
Coffee, Tobacco, Banana, Rubber, Nutmeg, Citrus, Grape Vine,
Pine Apple, Cassava, Sweet Potatoes, &c.

Practical instruction is given in the Garden to apprentices, to
boys from the Industrial School, to Students at Training Colleges,
to Elementary School Teachers in their vacation, to Agricultural
Students, and to Planters themselves.

There are about 8 acres under Sugar Cane of several varieties
which are being tested by the Agricultural Chemist and distribu-
ted to Planters. Seedlings are grown from seed and are tested as
they mature.

* Bes Guide to Hope Gardens by Walter Jekyll, Published by Messre. Aston Gardner
& Co,, Kingslon. Price, One Bhilling,






